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Weekend of Hong Kong Film, Moscow 

 

On behalf of the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office, welcome to the 

opening of our ‘Hong Kong Film Festival in Moscow 2013’.  The 

Festival is co-organized by our Office and Academia Rossica, with the 

help of Vertov Real Kino.  

 

We're opening the 'Hong Kong Film Festival' today with a special 

screening of ‘Bodyguards and Assassins,’ a thrilling historical movie 

which has won eight awards at the Hong Kong Film Awards 2009, 

including Best Film, Best Director, Best supporting actor and Best 

Cinematography.  The movie features many star actors including one of 

the  biggest Ku Fu star in modern times Donnie Yen, and award-winning 

Nicholas Tse.  I hope you look forward to this movie as much as I do.  

 

This movie will be followed by other exciting movies like 2012's Cold 

War, an exciting police action movie; and Silent War, also from 2012 

which is a political thriller set in the Chinese Civil War of the late 1940s.  

 

We are also showing two films from famous Hong Kong director Johnny 

To: the police thriller ‘Drug War’ from 2012, and ‘Life Without 

Principle’ from 2011, about what happens when three strangers suddenly 

find a bag full of stolen money.   

 

These movies are excellent examples of what the Hong Kong film 

industry can do, and how it has been thrilling and entertaining people for 

many decades. This is because Hong Kong's unique fusion of East and 

West offers a vibrant environment that encourages and nurtures its 

creative industries, including art, design, film, music, animation and new 

media.   

 

Also, under the “One Country, Two Systems” principle, Hong Kong has 

retained its unique strengths and enjoys a high degree of autonomy, 

including freedom of speech and expression, entrepreneurship, and the 

free flow of information. This allows creativity, excellence, and our 

famous ‘can-do’ spirit to flourish.   

 



This passion for creativity and culture is something Hong Kong shares 

with Russia.  In order to deepen the links, Hong Kong signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding on cultural cooperation with Russia in 

2011, and this film festival is one of many examples of how we have 

been deepening the cultural links between the two places since then.  

 

In recent years for example, there have been Russian film festivals held in 

Hong Kong.  We exhibited Russia’s fabled Faberge eggs in Hong Kong.  

We welcomed the Russian National Youth Football Team. Reciprocally, 

we have staged Hong Kong photo exhibitions in Russia, and of course 

held festivals of Hong Kong films in Moscow, of which this is the latest!   

 

And there’s more: this event is just one of the several events organised by 

the Hong Kong Government as part of Hong Kong Week in Russia.  Two 

days ago, we launched the ‘A Journey to Hong Kong’ Exhibition at the 

Chinese Cultural Centre in Pravda Street, which will run until November 

14th.  Also, the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra played last night at the 

Central House of Architect as the conclusion of a tour of Russia which 

included concerts in three Sebarian cities (Chelyabinsk, Ekaterinburg and 

Tyumen).  

 

So, once again, welcome to this evening’s screening of ‘Bodyguards and 

Assassins.’ I hope you will also be able to see the other wonderful films 

featured in this festival.   Thank you for joining us, and enjoy the movies! 

 

 

 


