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Calvin, Philip, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,  

 

Good evening!  Welcome to the opening of the first-ever Hong Kong Pavilion 

at Masterpiece London 2013! 

 

2. It is great to be here tonight at such an important event in the art and design 

world. Congratulations to Masterpiece London for organising an absolutely stunning 

show of world-class art collections.  No wonder the event has acquired such an 

excellent reputation in just four years, attracting a huge audience from around the 

world.  And thank you Calvin, for bringing Hong Kong artists to be represented at 

this ground-breaking Hong Kong Pavilion. 

 

3. It is indeed a significant recognition of Hong Kong’s growing position of 

importance in the art world that we are here today to open this Hong Kong Pavilion 

with works by some of the most prominent Hong Kong artists from recent years. 

As you can see here, works by our pioneering woman artist of the 20th century, the 

late Fang Zhaoling such as “A Smooth Transition” reflect the artist’s love of her 

homeland and her passion for the raw beauty of nature.  The “Weaving Series” by 

Man Fung-yi, another well-known figure in Hong Kong’s contemporary art scene 

demonstrates very eloquently the effect of preserving the traditions of local Chinese 

culture while also absorbing Western influences.   Of course we also have Chi Wing 

Lo, an outstanding artist who is the designer for Hong Kong Pavilion.  Their works 

and those of the other prominent Hong Kong artists featured here are keenly sought 

after by collectors and art lovers around the world.  

 

4. Since 1997, Hong Kong has retained its unique strengths and enjoys a high 

degree of autonomy, including freedom of speech and freedom of expression. This 

has enabled Hong Kong to encourage and nurture its artists and designers. 

 

5. But it is not just our artists that make Hong Kong a key player in the art world. 

Our city has become the world’s third largest art market by auction sales, behind only 

New York and London, and is the largest art market in Asia. Many international art 

galleries have set up in Hong Kong to capitalise on the fast-growing Asian and 

Chinese markets. 

 

6. Many international art fairs are held in Hong Kong, not least, of course, 

Calvin’s own Fine Art Asia, but also Asia Hotel Art Fair, Asia Contemporary Art 

Show. Most recently, of course Art Basel Hong Kong, which took place only last 

month brought together over 170 leading modern and contemporary art galleries. 



Looking into the future, when the 17 brand-new exhibition and performance venues 

in our gigantic West Kowloon Cultural District have been completed, notably the M+ 

visual arts museum, the art and cultural scene of Hong Kong will surely be even 

richer and more exciting.   

 

7. As a keen promoter of Hong Kong art and culture, we at the Hong Kong 

Economic and Trade Office in London are delighted to support this Hong Kong 

Pavilion.   After the Hong Kong Pavilion, we will be bringing the Hong Kong 

Children’s Choir – the world’s largest children's choir - to London next month.  

 

8. Finally, I would like to express our thanks to Calvin and his colleagues at Fine 

Art Asia for organising this fine Hong Kong Pavilion, and I hope you will enjoy the 

works and treasures on show.  I wish you a very enjoyable evening.   

 


