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Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you all this evening to the opening 

reception for the Hong Kong Intangible Cultural Heritage Festival 

Opening Reception. I know that many of you have attended the 

symposium on Chinese heritage and food culture in the UK and Hong 

Kong here today, and I hope you have found it interesting.  

 

Intangible Cultural Heritage – let’s call it ICH for short! - is a formal 

term which has its meaning according to the UNESCO convention.   

To put it in laymen terms, it is about the daily, seasonal and yearly 

life of people in a place. The things that matter to us and in some 

ways make us who we are.  

 

Since the idea of ICH was officially recognised as an international 

responsibility in the UNESCO convention of 2003, Hong Kong has 

taken very seriously its role in keeping faith with its traditions, 

launching the ICH Office, and we have already published an 

inventory list of 480 items, covering areas such as performing arts, 

rituals, festive events and traditional craftsmanship, representing the 

efforts of different local communities in passing on their customs and 

traditions. Things we need to recognise, respect and keep alive.  

 



Importantly to safeguard and celebrate ICH we need to look not only 

backwards - to understand our traditions and where they came from – 

but also forwards, to see how we can support and nurture them in the 

years to come.  

 

It is fitting that this festival on ICH is part of our programme of 

events to mark the 20
th
 Anniversary of Hong Kong’s return to the 

Motherland in 1997. Because, as you know, anniversaries are also 

about not just looking back, to celebrate what happened that day: how 

far we have come, how much we have changed, but also looking 

forward to what will come - and what we will become - in the future.  

 

Over the past 20 years, under the successful implementation of the 

‘one country, two systems’ principle, Hong Kong has continued to 

thrive as Asia’s world city.   We maintain our unique characteristics 

of blending the East with the West – and we do it in our Hong Kong 

recipes.   Thus Hong Kong maintains a rich southern China heritage, 

but with a strong international and cosmopolitan outlook.     

 

  Ladies and Gentlemen, the year of 2017 is a special year which gives 

you good reasons to visit Hong Kong again as we have a variety of 

celebration events in our home town.  Also, here in the UK, my office 

will organise or support a series of celebration activities in the coming 

months.  I look forward to seeing you in the events.   

 

I’d like to finish by thanking Jonathan, Chung-wen and their team at 

the Ming-Ai Institute in London for all their hard work in putting 



together this festival.  I’d also like to thank Mr Chau, all the way from 

Hong Kong, of the Hong Kong’s Intangible Cultural Heritage Office 

joining us today.  .  

 

I wish you all an enjoyable evening.   

 


