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London Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival 2013 

 

Opening remarks by Ms Erica Ng, 

Director-General of Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office, London 

 

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

Good afternoon.  Welcome you all here to the London Hong Kong Dragon Boat 

Festival 2013.   

 

2. This is the 18
th

 Dragon Boat Festival hosted by the London Chinatown Lions Club 

in London.  Entries this year are really good – we will have 40 boats racing today.   I must 

congratulate the organiser for making it a most successful and enjoyable event.   

 

3. Dragon boat racing is over two thousand years old, as old as the ancient Olympics!  

One ancient legend is that dragon boat racing used to resemble a naval battle, with crews 

of competing boats throwing stones and striking one another with cane sticks.  Fans on 

riverside would cheer and give gifts of red and green silk to the boat from their region but 

would greet opposing boats with angry shouts and a hail of stones.   

 

4. Modern day dragon boat racing has retained the competitive element of ancient 

racing but in a much more friendly atmosphere.   It has become an international sport,  

spread rapidly throughout the world and developed into a truly global event since 1976 

when Hong Kong held the first international dragon boat festival.   Currently nearly 50 

million people take part annually in dragon boat events worldwide.   Hong Kong’s own 

Dragon Boat Carnival which took place last week attracted thousands of the world’s top 

dragon boat athletes to an intense race at the stunning Victoria Harbour.    

 

5. Today, we have more than 40 dragon boat teams taking part in a thrilling and 

spectacular competition at the charming Docklands.  No more stone throwing and angry 

shouts!  With boats, food, music and cheers, the festival has become one of London’s 

greatest parties.  We have taken an ancient Chinese tradition and transform it into a 

modern sport and international party!    Dragon boat racing is a perfect showcase of Hong 

Kong’s vibrant culture! 

 

6. I trained with my HKETO dragon boat team colleagues a couple of weeks ago.  I 

strained some muscles, but I learnt why dragon boat racing has become so popular!  

“Timing Timing Timing Timing”, shouted the coach.  “Doesn't matter how big or small a 

team is - without the timing the boat isn't moving anywhere...!”, he said.   The secret to 

doing well in dragon boat racing, I’ve discovered, is team work.  It also feels good to be 

dedicated to a goal as part of a team, especially if it is a winning team!   
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7. Today, in addition to the intense racing – which features an HKETO boat for the 

first time, there is also live east west music, traditional lion and dragon dancing, a Hong 

Kong food festival, martial arts displays and children’s games.  So, in addition to cheering 

for the teams you support, make sure you don’t miss our spectacular programmes! 

 

8. I would like to thank the London Chinatown Lions Club, the London Chinatown 

Chinese Association, the Hong Kong Executive Club and Spectrum Radio for their hard 

work and devotion in organising this event. I also thank the many sponsors who so 

generously support the dragon boat festival, as well as the volunteers and participating 

teams who bring so much passion and excitement.  I wish you all a fun-filled and exciting 

day.  

 

9. And finally, good luck to all the teams taking part! 
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