
Welcoming Speech by Priscilla To, Director-General of HKETO, London 

Reception for Hong Kong Dance Company performance of Mulan 

 15 April 2017 

 
  

Your Excellency, distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Thank you all so much for joining us this evening. I hope you enjoyed that 

thrilling performance by the Hong Kong Dance Company. What an amazing 

interpretation of the famous traditional tale of Mulan! The creative way the Hong 

Kong Dance Company presented this ancient Chinese classic shows how it is 

possible to fuse East and West, and the modern and the traditional, in a uniquely 

Hong Kong style. 

 

As you all know, the year 2017 is a very special year for Hong Kong, marking the 

20
th

 anniversary of the return to our motherland and the establishment of the Hong 

Kong Special Administrative Region.  

 

Over the past twenty years, under the successful implementation of the ‘one 

country, two systems’ principle, Hong Kong has continued to thrive as Asia's 

world city and maintained its position as an international business and financial 

centre.  

 

But Hong Kong has much more to offer. With our vibrant cultural heritage and a 

rich pool of dedicated artistic talent, as you have seen from performances like the 

one this evening, Hong Kong is proud to present a distinctive and diverse blend of 

art and creativity alongside trade and commerce.  

 

Tonight’s performance by the Hong Kong Dance Company is the first cultural 

performance in the UK in the programme of events of the Hong Kong Economic 

and Trade Office, London, to commemorate the 20
th

 anniversary of the 

establishment of the HKSAR. To share the joy of this special occasion with 



friends of Hong Kong, our office will be organising a whole series of business and 

cultural events under the theme of “Together, Progress, Opportunity”.  

 

This theme has two meanings. It is about our achievements and aspirations; but it 

is also about what might happen and how do we seize the opportunities ahead.   

 

As a free and open society, our can-do spirit and cohesive synergy have helped 

Hong Kong go from strength to strength, allowing us to contribute to our 

motherland while maintaining our global outlook. Looking ahead, as we continue 

to progress, we will stay strong together to achieve our goals and make the most 

of new opportunities.  

 

I would like to conclude by thanking the Hong Kong Dance Company once again 

for bringing over the finest of Hong Kong performing arts, giving us such a 

memorable evening.  

 

Thank you and I look forward to welcoming you all to our celebration events this 

year. 


