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Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Thank you all so much for joining us this evening. Today, the Hong Kong 

Economic and Trade Office, London, formally launches its programme of events 

marking the 20
th

 anniversary of the establishment of the Hong Kong Special 

Administrative Region.  

 

As you could all imagine, this year is a very memorable year for Hong Kong. To 

celebrate this special occasion with friends of Hong Kong, our office will be 

organising and supporting a variety of business and cultural events under the 

theme “Together • Progress • Opportunity”.  

 

This theme has two meanings.  It is about how we look back on our achievements; 

and it is also about how we look forward with visions and aspirations to seize the 

opportunities ahead.   

 

Over the past 20 years, Hong Kong has overcome many challenges as a society. 

We have maintained our edge and continued to prosper as an international 

financial and business centre. Our achievements are the result of the successful 

implementation of “One Country Two Systems” principle,  the can-do spirit of the 

whole community as well as steadfast support of our friends around the world. 

 

Looking ahead, as Hong Kong continues to progress, we will stay strong together 

to explore new opportunities, leveraging Hong Kong’s unique advantages to spur 

further development and continuing to contribute to the development of our 

Motherland. 



As you will see, our celebration programme spreads across ten months, covering 

all nine countries under our office’s purview and including events in various fields 

such as music; design and fashion; visual art; films; youth exchange and business 

promotion.  

 

It is our earnest wish that through these events we can showcase to the world the  

vibrancy, diversity and potentials of Hong Kong, our home city.  

 

In fact, we have jumped the gun by having three very successful events before this 

launch reception: first with the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra performing in 

Russia; then the Hong Kong Musicus Society performing in Finland; and most 

recently the Hong Kong Dance Company showing the famous drama “Legend of 

Mulan” in London.  

 

At this junction, I would like to show you a video specially edited and produced 

for today’s event – which will give you a good taste of our diverse, colourful, 

festive and exclusive programme of events. So now, let’s watch this. 

 

[playing of 20A video] 

 

Other than the video you have just seen, you will find details of all these events in 

the programme booklet we have prepared for you. We are also glad to announce 

today the official launch of a fully interactive online calendar on our dedicated 

20
th

 anniversary website - www.hketolondon20.gov.hk. [look behind at the TV 

screen] You will also find the URL of this site on the back of the booklet. 

 

So, do take a copy of the booklet home later, and share it with your friends and 

colleagues who are as passionate about Hong Kong as you are!   Just let us know 

if you want extra copies – and along the can-do spirt of Hong Kongers we will see 

how best we could accommodate.   

 

http://www.hketolondon20.gov.hk/


Now, I know I should not really spoil the surprise, but for completeness purpose, 

let me also ask you to look around on the streets of London during the summer.  

Watch out for signs of our 20
th

 anniversary on the famous black cabs and see if 

you are quick enough to get a good picture of it! 

 

That’s enough from me. Before I close, I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all the partnering, supporting and sponsoring organisations for cooperating 

with our office, and making these events possible.   Also a special thanks to all my 

staff who have worked tirelessly to put together this wonderful 20
th

 anniversary 

programme.   

 

We look forward to welcoming you to these events in the future.   I am sure that 

we will have a festive and memorable year!   Thank you once again for joining us 

tonight.  

 

- End - 

 


