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Speech by Mrs Agnes Allcock, Director-General, 

Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office, London 

at the reception for the opening of the Hong Kong Pavilion 

at the London Book Fair, 16 April 2012 

Mr Liu, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,  

It’s a great pleasure to welcome you here today for the opening of the Hong Kong 

Pavilion at the London Book Fair.  

Mr Liu Bin Jie, Minister of the General Administration of Press and Publication of 

the People's Republic of China, in Mainland China, and Mr Alistair Burtenshaw, 

Director of The London Book Fair have kindly agreed to help us formally open the 

Hong Kong Pavilion today. We are indebted to them. 

As you know, the market focus of this year’s London Book Fair is China. Hong Kong, 

as a special administrative region of China, is participating actively in this year’s 

Book Fair, both to show our support and to showcase Hong Kong’s thriving 

publishing industry.  I’m delighted to see what the Hong Kong Publishing 

Federation and The Hong Kong Printers Association have created in this space. As 

you can all see, the design of the pavilion is impressive. I congratulate both 

organisations for having established Hong Kong as a regional publishing centre, 

printing books that sell so successfully not just in Mainland China and Hong Kong, 

but also world-wide. 
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The Hong Kong Pavilion does not only represent the Hong Kong publishing industry. 

You will have noticed just across the way that the Hong Kong Special Administrative 

Region Government also has a stand, with a fascinating display on the history of 

Hong Kong since we reunified with China and became a special administrative 

region in 1997.  

2012 is a special year not only to London but also Hong Kong, as we celebrate the 

15
th
 anniversary of the establishment of the Hong Kong Special Administrative 

Region.  I hope you will spend some time looking at this display, which highlights 

and explains the successful implementation of the ‘One Country, Two Systems’ 

principle. This principle guarantees a high degree of autonomy for Hong Kong and 

the preservation of our core values and freedom. Core values such as freedom of 

speech, the rule of law, independent judiciary, clean and efficient government, a level 

playing field for all, strong fiscal discipline, free flow of capital, talent and 

information and a commitment to free trade. As many of you know, Hong Kong 

remains the world’s freest economy and offers one of the most vibrant and friendly 

business environments in the region. 

The exhibition also describes how the Basic Law, our mini-constitution, has 

underpinned Hong Kong’s success and many achievements since the handover in 

1997. You will also be able to see the growing links between the Mainland and Hong 

Kong.  

I’d particularly like to thank Mr Ka Kui Lee, Chairman of the Organising Committee 
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of the Hong Kong Pavilion, and Mr K. C. Chiu, Chairman of the Supervisory 

Committee of the Hong Kong Printers Association, for their hard work in preparing 

this pavilion.  

Given the historic links between Hong Kong and the UK, I hope you will find the 

exhibition interesting and enlightening. Please take time to visit our Pavilion and the 

rest of the Book Fair.  

Thank you. 

 

 

 


